
Linking Taxes Through FAFSA 
 
Federal Student Aid and the Internal Revenue Service collaborated to develop a solution that 
simplifies FAFSA completion. The IRS Data Retrieval tool will allow Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) on the web applicants to request and retrieve their income and tax data 
from the IRS. The IRS Data Retrieval Tool allows students and parents to access the IRS tax 
return information needed to complete the FAFSA. Students and parents may transfer the data 
directly into their FAFSA. 
 
If you are eligible to use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool, we highly recommend using the tool as it is 
an easy way to provide tax data and ensures FAFSA has accurate tax information. Please note, if 
you do not use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool to provide tax information, you may be required to 
obtain an official tax transcript from the IRS. 

 
Eligibility 
 

For 2018-2019, applicants filing an initial or renewal application or making a correction are 
eligible to use the IRS Data Retrieval tool if he or she meets all of the following criteria: 
 

• Must have valid SSN 
• Must have filed a 2016 federal tax return 
• Must have unchanged marital status since December 31, 2015 

 

The following list represents who cannot use the IRS Data Retrieval tool for 2018-2019: 
 

• Parents with all zeroes for SSN 
• Any student or parent who indicates they have not already filed a tax return or will not file a 
tax return 
• A married independent applicant and spouse who filed separate tax returns 
• Parents of a dependent student who filed separate tax returns 
 

How the Student IRS Data Retrieval Tool works: 
 

On the Financial Information Page you will need to answer the following questions: 
o For 2016, have you completed your IRS income tax return or another tax return? 

o If you answer “Already Completed” you are free to move on to the next question. 

o If you answer “Will File” or “Not going to file” you are not eligible to transfer your taxes 

at this time. Please try again later. 

o For 2016, what is your tax filing status according to your tax return? 

o Did you file a Puerto Rican or foreign tax return for 2016? 

A box will then appear that says: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Applying is faster and easier if you transfer your tax information into this FAFSA with the 

IRS Data Retrieval Tool (IRS DRT)! 

Click the button that says “LINK TO IRS” 

 



1. Your FAFSA will be saved and you will be transferred to the IRS Web site. 
2. On the IRS Web site, enter the requested information. 
3. Once the IRS has validated your identification, you can either transfer your information from the IRS, 
or choose to return to FAFSA on the Web from the IRS Web site. If you do not transfer your information 
or choose not to return from the IRS Web site, you will have to login to open your saved FAFSA. 
4. If you transfer your IRS tax information, questions that are populated with tax information will be 
marked with “Transferred from the IRS.” 
5. See screen example below. 
 

How the Parent IRS Data Retrieval Tool works: 
 

On the Financial Information Page you will need to answer the following questions: 
o For 2016, have you completed your IRS income tax return or another tax return? 

o If you answer “Already Completed” you are free to move on to the next question. 

o If you answer “Will File” or “Not going to file” you are not eligible to transfer your taxes 

at this time. Please try again later. 

o For 2016, what is your tax filing status according to your tax return? 

o Did you file a Puerto Rican or foreign tax return for 2016? 

A box will then appear that says: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Your FAFSA will be saved and you will be transferred to the IRS Web site. 
2. On the IRS Web site, enter the requested information. 
3. Once the IRS has validated your identification, you can either transfer your information from the IRS, 
or choose to return to FAFSA on the Web from the IRS Web site. If you do not transfer your information 
or choose not to return from the IRS Web site, you will have to login to open your saved FAFSA. 
4. If you transfer your IRS tax information, questions that are populated with tax information will be 
marked with “Transferred from the IRS.” 
5. See screen example below. 
 

 
 

Applying is faster and easier if you transfer your tax information into this FAFSA with the 

IRS Data Retrieval Tool (IRS DRT)! 

Click the button that says “LINK TO IRS” 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 

Why Can’t I use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool if I file a tax return outside the 
U.S.? 
 
If you did not file a Federal IRS tax return, you cannot use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool because there is no 
information on file with the IRS for you to view and transfer. 
 
If you filed both a Federal IRS tax return and a Puerto Rican or foreign tax return, you will only be able to 
view and transfer your Federal IRS tax return information if you link to the IRS Web site. Therefore, your 
IRS tax return information may not completely reflect what you need to report on the FAFSA. 

 
Why can’t I use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool if I am married and filed taxes 
separately from my spouse? 
 
If you are married and filed taxes separately from your spouse, you will only be able to view and transfer 
your own tax return information if you link to the IRS Web site. Therefore, your IRS tax return 
information may not completely reflect what you need to report on the FAFSA. 
 


